Hermann  Wilhelm  Goering  e£sBi,  Defendants, 
sitting  at  Numbers,  Germany,  on 
11  February  1946,  1400  to  1730  hours,  Lord 
Justice  Lawrence  presiding. 

MAJ.  GENERAL  ZORYA:  Mr.  President,  following  the  statement 
pade  by  the  Russian  Delegation,  I  will  ask  for  permission  to 
cross-examine  the  former  Field  Marshal  of  the  German  Army, 
Paulvs ,  who  will  be  cross-examined  by  the  Chief  Prosecutor  of 
the  U.S.S.R.,  General  Rudenko. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Very  well;  the  witness  may  be  brought  in. 
(The- witness  took  his  place  in  the  boxft 
BY  THE  PRESIDENT: 

Q  Will  you  please  tell  me  your  name? 

A  Paulvs. 

Q  wm  you  reneat  this  oath  after  me?  "I  swear  by  God, 

.  ,  .  /•  •  * 

the  Almighty  and  Omniscient,  that  I  will  speak  the  pure  truth 

and  will  withhold  and  add  nothing?"  ... 

*  • 

(^he  Witness  repeated  the  oath) 

%  ;•  1  !  **  •  .  >  ‘ 

Would  you  like  to  sit  down? 

V 

BY  GENERAL  RUDENKO: 

Q  Your  name  is  Friedrich  Paulvs? 


A  Yes.  "  ••  • 

Q  You  were  born  in  1P90? 

7 

A  1P90. 

q  sYov  were  born  in  the  village  of  Breitenau,  in  Kassel? 

'  A  Yes. 

0  vBy  nationality  you  are  a  German? 

A  Yes. 

Q  You  are  a  former  Field  Marshal  of  the  German  Army? 

A  Yes. 

Q  Your  last  official  position  was  Commander  of  the  Sixth 
Army  at  Leningrad? 


>v 


p,  whether  you  have  give 
oViet  Socialist  Republic 


sucH^t^pment 


A  Yea,  I  confirm  £hat 
Q  Tell  us 


Vitress,  what  you  know  regarding  the 
preparation  by  the  German  High  Comrand  ol‘  the  armed  attack  on 
the  Soviet  Union.  .  ; 


A  From  personal  experience,  I  can  state  -the  following: 

On  the  3rd  of  September,  1940,  I  took  office  with  the 
High  Command  In  the  General  Staff*  I  was  a  General  Quartermaster 
and  as  such  I  was  deouty  to  the  Chief  of  the  General  Staff,  and 
In  addition  carried  out  the  instructions  of  an  operational  na¬ 
ture  which  he  delegated  to  me. 

When  I  took  office  I  found  ih  my  sphere  of  work,  or  influence, 
among  cither  things,  a  still  uncompleted  operational  plan  which 
concerned  Itself  with  an  attack' on  the  Soviet  Union.  This 
operational  work  or  scheme  had  been  carried  through  by  the  then 
General  Major,  Marx,  Chief  of  the  General  Staff  of  the  18th 
Army,  who  for  this  purpose  temporarily  had  been  taken  over  to 
the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army.  The  Chief  of  the  Army,  Haider, 
gave  the  development  of  this  plan  into  my  hands  and  on  the 
following  basis:  ,  t 

There  was  to  be  a  check  of  the  possibilities  of  an  attack 
against  the  Soviet  Union,  covering  the  territory,  or  terrain, 
the  strength  of  the  attack,  the  manpower  to  be  needed,  and  so 
forth.  .For  this  purpose  there  was  also  mentioned  that  about 
130  to  140  German  divisions  would  be  available  for  this  operation. 
In  addition,  from  the  beginning  we  were  to  keep  in  mind  taking 
Roumania 'into' consideration  as  far  as  this  operation  was  con-t^ 
cerned.*  The  north  wing  was  to  include  Finland,  but  this  was 
problematical  and  was  not  included  in  the  general  plan. 

Then,  in  addition,  as  a  basis  for  this  work  which  was  to  be 


undertaken,  the  intention  of  the  OKW — the  purpose  of  this  opera 
tion  was  to  be  first  the  destruction  of  the  Russian  Army  in  the 

West,  Russia,  and  to  prevent  them  from  getting  into  Russia 


I 


znis  wor.k»  as  a  oasis  for  the  attacks,-  ‘.assumed  th.*t 

ta  the  r%iith  one  army  was  to  be  redeployed  from  the  South  ef  ' 

•  *  -  •  r  *  *  • '  • 

Poland  ^hd  from  Roumania,  with  the  Idea  of  reaching  the  Dnieper 

.  «  4 

River,  To  the  .nofth  of  this-  area  there-  was  to  be.  one  army  group 
and  the  strongest  around  Warsaw;  and,  to  the  north,  to  -reach 

Mln$k>  Smolensk  and  later  to  push  through  to  Moscow, 

V-  :  ■  •  '  r  ••  •"  ■  ’  ■  •  .  . 

Then  the**e  was  to  be  a  third  army  group,  the  Group  North,  to 

bw  taken  rrc*  the  area  of  East  Prussia  to  nvsh  through  the  Baltic 

:  ••  -i  .  •  •  s  * 

i*fl*n*  t«*»d  Leningrad., 

,  .4  .  •  *  •*  *  '  ,  • ;  ‘  '  t-  •  • 

And  tie  conclusions  which  were  taken  from  these  plans  was 
that  the  Dnieper  was  to  be  reached  and -Smolensk  and  Leningrad, 

and  then  the  operation  was  to  be  carried,  on  according  to  develop- 

•  *  • 

ments,  and  to  plan  accordingly,.  .N 

In  connection  with  this,  for  these,  undertakings,  and  for  the 

evaluation  of»  all  victories,  there. were  to  be  several  conferences 

through  the  General  Staff  Chief  of  the  Army,  that  of  the  Army 

Groups  which  had  been  planned  for  the  East,  And  further,  in 

connection  with  this  conference,  through  the  Chief  of  that  time, 

.  • 

Colonel  Kinsel,  there  was  a  speech  about  Russia,  describing  the 

• 

geographic  and  economic  situation,  about  the  Red  Army,  and  so 
forth,  AAd  the  significant  point  of  this  speech  was  .that  some 
preparations  for  an  attack  by  Russia  was  not -known.  With  these 
maneuvers  and  conferences  as  I  have  Just  described  there  were 
theoretical  discussions  and  plans  for  this  offensive  and  after 
conclusion  of  these  conferences,  the  scheme  of  the  attack  was 
considered  concluded  and  ready. 


'th  of  December  1940 

«  mo.  20.  and  this 


xne  Over-Commander  gave,  our 

directive  as  issued  was  the 

omic  preparations.  And  the 

to  be  carried  out  in  such  a  way  that  deployment  of  droops 

was  made  ready  and  developed.  These  first  directives  for  the 

deployment  of  troops  in  February,  1?41,  were  confirmed  by 

> 

Hitler  and  they  concerned  themselves  with  all  these  measures 

♦ 

and  were  made  known  to  the  troops.  Then  several  suoplemen- 

m  .  %  *  ’  yl 

tary  directives  were  issued. 

«  »  » 

For  the  beginning  of  the  attack,  the  Over-Commander 

counted  on  the  period  of  time  wh^ch  would  make  it  possible 

to  carry  laree  movements  of  troops  in  Russia,  and  all  pre- 

paratlons  were  concluded.  Then  at  the  end  of  March  Hitler. 

*  .  •  ^ 
decided  to  make  a  change  because  of  his  desire  to  attack 

Yugoslavia.  Then  orders  as  of  the  1st  of  Anril  were  set 

after  that  time — 

•  *  • 

THE  PRESIDENT:  I  am  afraid  you  are  a  little  too  fast. 

•  fHfe  WITNESS:  ’"'here  shall  I  begin? 

•  •  *  t  •  % 

''’HE  PRESIDENT:  I  think  yor  better  begin  where  you  said 
that  at  the  end  Hitler  made  a  change  in  the  plan. 

A  (continuing):  Because  of  his  decision  to  attack  Yugo¬ 
slavia,  the  date  for  the  beginning  of  the  attack  had  to  be 

changed  by  about  five  weeks.  That  meant  pc.tponement  to  the 

.  • 

last  half  of  June.  And  indeed,  this  attack  actually  took 

•  • 
place  on  the  22nd  of  June,  as  planned. 

Then,  in  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  state  that  the  pre¬ 
parations  for  this  attack  on  the  Soviet  Union  which  actually 
took  place  on  the  22nd  of  June  had  bee(n  prepared. 

Q  In  what  way  and  under  what  circumstances— 

THE  PRESIDENT:  One  moment.  Did  the  witness  give  the 
date?  He  said  that  preparations  for  this  attack  had  been 
made,  and  what  I  want  to  know  is,  did  he  give  the  date  from 
which  It  had  been  prepared?  .  ,  — 


which 


A  I  am  referring  to  the  3rd  of  Feptemb^r  1940?  when  I 

j  t  .  • 

assumed  office,  and. my  observations  refer  back  to  that  point 
BY  GENERAL  RUDENKO: 


Q  In  what  way  and  under  what  circumstances  was  the  parti- 

•  1  .  h 

clpatlon  in  the  aggression  on  Soviet  Rucsia  ushered  in  by 
the  participation  of  Roumanla? 

A  From  personal  observation,  I  cari  say  the  following: 

In  about  September  1940,  at  the  time  in  which  I  was  con- 

•  • 

oerned.with  the  operational  workings  or  preparations  for  the 
attack  on  Russia,  ,and  from  the  beginning,  the  using  of 

Roumanla  was  envisaged  for  the  marching  in^  that  is  the  right 

V:i  °  *  | 

or.jsouth  wing  of  the  German  Army  and  that  was  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration  right  from  the  beginning.  Then  a  military  mission 
at  that  time  headed  by  Cavalry  Leader  Hansen  was  sent  to 
Ropmanla.  Then  a  whole  Panzer  Division,  the  Thirteenth,  was 
transferred  to  Roumanla.  For  those  who  knew  about  the  future 
plans  it.  was  obvious  that  this  step  could  only  serve  to  make 

•  0  *  »  *  ^ 

j*eady  the  future  partner  in  the  War  for  the  future  plans  and 
steps  which  we  had  to  take  now  regarding  Hungary. 

In  December.  1940,  Colonel  Laslow  came  to  the  High  Command 
of  the  Army  at  Zossen,  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Hungarian  Oper|tional  Group.  He  asked  for  a  conference  regard¬ 
ing  question^  gf  organization. 

**  '.*•  y  . 

The  Hungarian  Army  at  that  time  was  concerned  with  the 
question  of  qh.fnelng  over  its  units  into  divisions  atjd  8}.so 
with  the  setting  ujx.  of  motorized  groups  such  as  Panzer  Groups. 
The  chief  of  tifcr  Organization  and  myself  advised  Colonel  Laslow 
at  the  same  time  because  several  Hungarian  commissions  were  in 
Berlin.  The  Hungarian  Minister  of  War  was  also  present  at 

the.  same  time,  and.  we  discussed  the  exchange  of  supplies  or 

'*  •  •  • 

th*  sendlaf  of  'supplies — German  supplies — to  Hungary. 


»lth  mwo 

ible  at  that  tira  when  the so 


pi. an 3  that  all  these  moasurpl 
to  other  armies  was  only  poj 
armies  could  be  used  for  war,  for  Germany.  ■ 

Regarding  Hungary }  there  Is  8  further  point  I  should 
like  to  mention:  With  the  development  of  events  In  Yugo¬ 
slavia,  Hjtler  at  the  end  of  March,  194-1,  decided  to  attack 
Yugoslavia.  On  the  27th  or  28th  of  March  I  was  called  to 
the  Relchschancellery  In  Berlin  where  at  that  time  there  was 
going  on  a  conference  between  Hitler,  Keitel  and  Jodi  and  on 
which  the  Chief  of  the  Army  had  been  active.  This  conference 
had  Just  been  concluded*  When  I  arrived  I  was  advised  by 
the  General  Staff  of  the  Army,  General  Haider,  that  Hitler 
had  decided  to  attack  Yugoslavia  and  for  once  tA  eliminate 
a  flanking  movement  from  the  direction  of  Greece,  because 
there  was  a  rail  line  leading  to  the  South,  and  to  get  this 

l  s 

rail  line,  and  then  also  for  the  future— for  the  case 


"Barbarossa"  to  keep  the  right  flank  clear  for  this  plan, 
for  the  carrying  out  of  this  plan. 

I  was  charged  with  the  mission  and  received  the  required 
number  of  officers  to  go  to  Vienna  to  give  certain  orders  to 
the  appropriate  officers  and  then  after  that  to  travel  on  to 

Budapest  to  the  Hungarian  General  Staff  and  to  carry  out  the 

r 

same  mission  there  and  to  agree  with  them  on  the  deployment 
of  German  troops  in  Austrian  territory  and  the  m  rticipating 
of  Huneariap  troops  in  the  attack  against  Yugoslavia* 

On  the  30th  of  March,  early  in  the  morning,  I  arrive!  in 
Budapest  and  had  a  conference  with  General  *”ert,  then  with 
the  Chief  of  the  Operational  Group  of  the  Hungarian  General 
Staff,  Colonel  Laslow.  These  conferences  went  along  in  good 
order  and  ended  very  quickly, and  the  desired  result  was 
achieved.  The  result  was  then  written  down  on  a  card,  and 
on  the  card  that  I  beceived  from  the  General  Staff  of  Hungary 
was  contained  the  deployment  amainst  Yugoslavia,  the  deployment 


O/^foalavla  as  cnvlsa?9M  ifclitfae  ^ 

Carpathian  sector  was  disoudfSA  ^bis  waaf  to  protect  the 
Teaf  against  the  Soviet  Union  Md  the  fact  was  a  sign  that 

even  on  the  side  of  Hungary  the  realization  was  that  an  at- 

\  i  • 

tack  by  Germany  against  Yugoslavia  would  be  considered  as  an 
aggressive  action  by  the  Soviet  Union. 

As  a  matter  of  principle,  principally,  the  taking  In  of 
Hungary  into  the  preparation,  of  these  plans  and  lister  on  into 
the  carrying  out  of  these  plans  as  far  as  that  is  concerned 
at  that  time  I  received  the  attitude  of  Hitler  and  it  was  as 
follows: 


Hitler  thought  that  Hungary  was  anxious,  through  German 
help,  to  recapture  the  areas  which  she  hod  lost  in  the  First 
World  War.  And  in  addition,  they  were  afraid  that  Rovmania, 
which  was  an  Ally  of  Germany  and  might  push  them  into  the 
back  ground.  As  far  as  this  attitude  was  concerned,  Hitler 
thought  Hungary  in  line  with  his  Ideas.  But  he  was,asi  we 
could  see  from  various  examples,  vory  cautious  toward  Hungary,1 
and  for  two  reasons:  For  one,  ho  did  not  believe  Hungary; 

and  secondly,  he  did  not  want  to  make  Hungary  too  many  pro- 

*  * 

mises  at  too  early  a  stage,  and  I  can  cite  one  example:  The 
question  of  the  oil  regions.  Later  when  the  attack  was  begun 
that  is  the  attack  against  Russia,  the  Seventeenth  Army  which' 
was  fighting  at  that  point  had  the  emphatic  order  at  all  costs 
to  take  this  before  the  arrival  of  the  Hungarians. 

Regarding  this  future  partner,  according  to  my  observation, 
the  strategy  of  Hitler  was  such  that  as  far  as  certain  partici¬ 
pation  was  concerned  he  counted  on  it  and  sent  armaments  and 

help  but  he  was  not  certain  when  he  went  to  make  all  his  plans 

.  > 

and  did  not  set  a  certain  time  when  to  initiate  Hungary  into 


Tno  first  visit  of  the  Finnlstf  General  Staff  Chief  took  place 
at  Zossen.  '  General  Heinrlchs\iiad  a  corferonco  with  the  Gen- 

V 

oral  Chief- of  the  Army,  but  I  can't  remember  the  cortent'4r!^PjB| 
the  speech  oht -of  tMs  conference.  Put  he  did  make  a  speech 

<*'* /*’*  '•*  -  -  ‘  ,  .  i  .  • 

about  the  Finno-Russian  *'far  of  1939-1940.  He  *ave  this  speech 
before  the  officers  of  the  General  Staff  of  the  Army  and  told 
his  officers  who  were  present  at  tho  time  —  that  is  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  discussion  of  the  Eastern  plans  —  this  speech 
before  these  officers  had  quite  a  significance  at  that  time, 
because  it  coincided  in  time  with  tho  directive  issued  in 
Dooombor. 

This  speech  ’"as  significant  in  that  battle  experiences 

» 

with  the  Red"  Army  were  made  clear  and  a  judgment  of  the 
Finnish  troops  —  that  is,  for  future  plans  by  the  Gormans — 
could  be  made  known, 

Thon  there  was  a  second  visit  of  this  Finnish  General 
Staff  C^ief,  That  was  at  Zossen  at  tho  headquarters ,  and  it 

was  perhaps  in  the  second  half  of  March,  194-1*  The  Chief  of 

—  *  .  |  *  • 

Staff  of  Finland  arrived  from  Salzbure  whore  he  had  had  con¬ 
ferences  with  the-  Hieh  Command  of  the  Vehrmacht,  The  contents 

of  those  conferences  with  tho  Chief  of  Staff  was  the  cooperation 
•  *  *  •  • 

•f  the  Southern  Finnish  Manpower  with’ the  Operation  Barbarossa, 

and  working  tbeether  with  the  Army  Group  North  wh<ch  was  to 
come  from  East  Prussia  towards  Leningrad.  At  that  time  the 
agreement  was  reached  that  the  Finnish  troops  were  to  be  de¬ 
termined  according'  to  the  pushing  forward  of  the,  German  Army 
Group  North  and  the  later  command  pushing  forward  towards  Len¬ 
ingrad.  That  was  to  depend  on  lat^r  agreements  according  to 


\ 


ixiestion 


pur 


A  The  ourpcse  of  attrcki^r  tho  Volga  Line,  which  was 
far  beyond  carman  strengthT^’is^nraoteristic  of  the  bound¬ 
less  ambition  of  Hitler,  and  of  the  nationalist  regime#  As 

far  as  strategy  is  concerned,  th"  reaching  of  those  aim 

\ 

would  have  boon  the  destruction  of  the  manpower  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  the  fighting  forces  o*’  the  Soviet  Union.  w,ith  the 
winning  of  this  line  there  would  have  been  conquered  the 
chief  areas  of  Soviet  Russia,  with  the  capital  Moscow,  and 
tho  political  and  economic  center,  the  focal  point  of  tho 
Poviot  Union. 

Economically,  the  reaching  of  this  line  would  have  been 
significant.  It  would  have  meant  tho  possession  of  ths  most 
important  nutritional  areas,  the  most  important  natural  re¬ 
sources,  including  the  oil  wells  of  the  Caucasus  and  the 
main -centers  of  production  of  Russia,  and  also  the  communica¬ 
tions  not  of  Russia,  that  is,  European  Russia. 

Hitler  was  very  strong  on  the  winning  of  economic  aims 
in  this  war..  Just  how  strorgly  he  felt  on  this  point  I  can 
cite  through  a  personal  example  that  I  describe.  In  June 
of  194-3,  the  first  of  June,  at  a  conference  regarding  the 
army  group  south  in  Poltawa,  Hitler  declared. 

‘•If  I  do  not  got  tho  oil  of  Mnikob  and  Prosnia,  then  I 

must  quit-  this  war. 

For  the  spoliation  and  tho  administration  of  tho  areas 
which  were  to  be  conquored,  economic  and  administrative  organs 
had  been  envisaged  before' the  beginrine  of  the  war,  and 
everything  had  been  placed  in  readiness. 

Then,  in  conclusion,  as  a  comprehensive  remark,  I  would 
like  to  state  that  the  aims  as  mentioned  meant  tho  conquering 
for  the  purpose  of  colonization,  of  Russian  areas  and  terri 
torles,  and  through  their  use  and  spoliation,  and  through^ 


the  means  gaiimd  thnrofrom 


in  the  West  was  to  be 

concluded  with  the  sotting  upTof  German  domination  of 

* 

Europe ,  j 

Q  And  the  last  question:  Whom  do  you  consider  as  guilty 
of  the  initiation  of  the  criminal  war  against  Soviet  Russia? 

A  May  I  please  have  the  question  repeated? 

GENIAL  RUDENKO:  May  I  repeat  the  question? 

THE  PRESIDENT:  The  Tribunal  is  about  to  address  an  ob¬ 
servation  to  General  Rudenko.  The  Tribunal  thinks  that  a 


question  such  as  you  have  just  put,  as  to  who  was  guilty  for 
the  aggression  upon  Soviet  territory,  is  one  of  the  main 
questions  which  the  Tribunal  has  to  decide,  and  therefore  is 
not  a  question  upon  which  the  witness  ought  to  give  his 
opinion. 

Is  that  what  counsel  for  the  defense  wish  to  object  to? 

DR.  LATERNSER  (Counsel  for  the  General  Staff):  Yes,  Mr, 

t 

President,  that  was  to  be  the  observation. 

GENERAL  RUDENKO: 

Q  Then  perhaps  the  Tribunal  will  permit  me  to  put  this 
question  in  another  way. 

Who  of  thv  defendants  was  an  active  participant  in  the 
initiation  of  war  against  the  Soviet  Union? 

A  As  far  as  the  defendants  are  concerned,  I  would  say 
the  most  important  military  advisers  to  Hitler.  That  would 
be  Chief  of  Staff  Keitel,  Chief  of  the  Ooerational  Branch 
Jodi,  and  Goering,  in  his  duty  as  Roichsmarshal,  as  Commander 
of  the  Air  Forces,  and  as  Plenipotentiary  for  Armament 
Measures.  , 

Q  In  conclusion,  I  will  summarize  what  I  concluded  from 
your  testimony,  thac  long  before  the  22nd  of  June  the  Hitlerite 
Government  and  the  High  Command  were  planning  an  aggressive 
war  against  the  Soviet  Union  for  the  purpose  of  colonizing 
the  territory  of  the  Soviet  Union. 


L 


■>  j 
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Wv.  7 
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A  I  have  no  doubt  of  thafrfceording  to  the  developments 
as  I  pictured  thorn,  and  also  If:  connection  with  all  the 

directives  as  they  were  contained  in  the  well-known  Green  > 

,  \  ** 

file. 


GENERAL  RUDENKO:  I  have  no  more  questions,  Mr.  President 
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